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in Mr. Sakson’s Class!!!
Time Frame:
Roughly 5 Class Periods (Not including presentations and reflection)
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Overview for Teachers |Introduction |Tasks|Evaluation|
Introduction

You’ve probably seen one of the Indiana Jones films or played Tomb Raider or Temple Run, but have you ever wondered what really goes into uncovering the past? The true, full story is a complicated, but fascinating one.
In this Webquest, you and your team will further explore how archaeologists find what they find and how they attempt to make sense out of finds. You and your team will first answer some questions. Each group will then use the research (answers) to prepare a short but engaging presentation based on a situation I am giving you.
Tasks
Part I: 

You will investigate websites, your brains, notes, packets, and classroom books to answer questions.

In addition to the sources listed above and websites below, you may also need to use critical thinking skills and brainstorm with your group to come up with good answers. 

The best way to do this is to really explore the websites and carefully read any notes I've provided about them.
	Links: (If link will not open, try copying and pasting)
Archaeology PowerPoints: 
The PowerPoints on this site are very helpful: http://archaeology.mrdonn.org/powerpoints.html
Go to the 3rd, 4th, and 5th on the list: "Scientific Method," "Can You Dig It?," and "Tools"
Technology:
-How a sandbar helped Alexander (technology):  (Geotimes) http://www.geotimes.org/aug07/article.html?id=nn_sandbar.html

-Distance Archaeology: http://magazine.uchicago.edu/0302/features/index-distance.html
Preparing for fieldwork: (Look only on "Continue Gallery" and the captions underneath the pictures in gallery.)
(About.com) http://archaeology.about.com/od/fieldlabgear/ig/Archaeology-Tools-of-the-Trade/Office-Director.htm
Field methods: 
(Archaeology Info)  http://www.archaeologyinfo.com/perspectives001.htm
Interpreting the past: (Annenberg):

http://www.learner.org/interactives/collapse/mesopotamia_sub.html
Archaeology News: 
In addition to recent discoveries, this site (scroll down for links) has a great deal of info: ex. of technology, sites, tools, debates, concerns, etc. 

(Archaeologica) http://www.archaeologica.org/NewsPage.htm
Debates/Ethical Concerns:
(SMM) http://www.smm.org/buzz/blog/should_ancient_artifacts_return_home 

& (NYT) http://www.nytimes.com/2005/11/17/arts/design/17anti.html?pagewanted=print 

A Code of Archaeological Ethics: 
http://www.saa.org/AbouttheSociety/PrinciplesofArchaeologicalEthics/tabid/203/Default.aspx
-The Archaeological Institute of America: feel free to go anywhere on this site. This page has FAQ/ethical concerns 
http://www.archaeological.org/education/askexpertsfaq



Questions for Part I (Answer in a new document):
1. Name three of the many tools that archaeologists use and explain why each is important.

2. What are three of the many ways archaeologists prepare for an expedition?

3. How do archaeologists work at an excavation site? What do they do as they dig?

4. What are some ways archaeologists date information?

5. Why is it important for archaeologists to interpret the information they find?

6. Who are some other experts with whom archeologists work? Why are these experts important?

7. List one recent (within last year) archaeological find/discovery and what archaeologists have been able to learn about the corresponding site or civilization.

8. How/Why might archaeological discoveries lead to more questions?

9. What are some challenges/ ethical concerns archaeologists face?

10. What is one current debate in archaeology, and how would your team deal with it?

11. How do archaeologists use the latest technology in their work?

12. How do archaeologists use the Scientific Method?
When you have answered these questions and printed your answers*, proceed to…
Part II
*If printer is not working, save under file directed (I'll write it on board).

For Part II:

You will use your research for the following:
A historical foundation with a lot of $$$$ is interviewing for an organization to go on a special dig. A vault has been rumored to be located underneath the Bi-Cultural Day School playground. Your job is to convince the foundation to hire your organization. (Consider that this is a historical foundation, so the vault is only part of what it would value.)
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Process: 

Prepare a 4-5 minute presentation (5-6 minutes for four-person groups) that shows me you know the business and how to apply your knowledge to this specific task. Write out or type your presentation, but be ready to present it. Be sure to include:

The name of your organization. 

Tools you would use.

What you would want to know beforehand and how you would try to find this out.

How you would approach the dig site 

How you would operate at the dig site.

What you would do with artifacts you found.

Who else you would want to get involved.
THINGS TO THINK ABOUT:

-You should go beyond the questions listed and try to say something about the specific concerns you would have given the particular site. What kinds of challenges might you face here and how would you solve those challenges? What kinds of things would you expect to find and what would you do with those things?

-Be creative! What are the name, the symbol, and the motto of your organization? 
-How might some of the things you read and wrote about from the webpages (and other places) apply here?

-Work to make this an interesting proposal, not just a list of answers to questions.

-You may want to add a PowerPoint, but only after everything, including your speech (presentation), is mostly done (or very well outlined). Paraphrase everything and make a list of sources for pictures used on your slides.
Evaluation: 
	Objectives:
	Level 4:

                                                        Goes beyond the book material                  4

                                                                          and integrates the information               Always

                from the websites

                in a dynamic way.
	3
Often
	 2

Ocas-

sionally
	1

Almost 

Never
	Score

	Answers to written questions in 
Part 1:
	 Answers were complete, accurate, paraphrased, and supported.
	
	
	
	 /4

	Content of 

Part 2:
	 Relevant and complete; convinced audience that you thoroughly understand what archaeologists do.
	
	
	
	___

x2=

 _____

/8 

	Purpose of 

Part 2:
	Convinced audience, in a compelling way, that your group would be a good candidate for the stated excavation. In other words, you were able to take your knowledge and apply it specifically to BCDS.
	
	
	
	x2=

 _____

/8 


	Presentation

of

Part 2


	Clear, and utilized good public speaking skills, such as eye contact, appropriate emotion, appropriate tempo, clarity of voice, and level. 
	
	
	
	/4

	Groupwork

(Based on my observations)
	 Group used time well, worked together, discussed, solved problems, and collaborated in the 

 presentation of materials.
	
	
	
	 

    /4


Score out of 28

28=A+ / 27-26=A / 25-24=A- / 23-22=B+ / 21-20=B / 19-18=B- / 17-16=C+ / 15-14=C / 13-11=C- / 10-7=D / 7 or less=F

For Teachers (Enduring Understandings)

Students will understand that:

1. It is important to continue to try to learn about the past, as it teaches us important lessons for our lives today (one of the year-long goals).

2. Archaeology is a complex field that requires a great deal of care, skill and patience.

3. Archaeologists and those with whom they work must do a lot of interpreting in order to make sense of the past.

Texts Used:
-A Message of Ancient Days, Houghton Mifflin.                                                                                   
-The Ancient Near Eastern World, Oxford.






